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1. Purpose

This paper outlines a project proposal to demonstrate an effective means of resolving the
raptor-grouse moor controversy. The proposal is to restore grouse moor management on
Langholm Moor SPA/SSSI as a way of meeting the conservation objectives of the site. This
site would become a model for modern, sustainable grouse moorland management. The
duration of the project is up to ten years, subject to review every three years.

The paper provides background detail on the Langholm Moor SPA/SSSI conservation
objectives, previous work on raptors and grouse, and current proposals to enhance the
moor. It outlines the proposal to restore grouse moor management, giving details of
objectives, evaluation criteria, monitoring and costings. The project offers a key opportunity
to demonstrate compatibility between grouse moor management and raptor conservation.

Given the totemic significance of Langholm as a former, successful grouse moor, many
organisations now agree that it is important to put in place a management regime at
Langholm which seeks to reconcile the grouse moor and raptor interests in a way which
benefits moorland conservation objectives. A detailed Site Management Plan would be
produced to underpin this work.

2. Background
2.1 Natural heritage context

Scotl andés hesfetrrmeme moforE@amapeds most di strii
in terms of their beauty, economic value, wild plants and animals, and appeal to tourists.
Scotl andbés moorl and is speci al nod ROOS).r Overdache
areas of Scotland, indeed Britain, moorland has declined in extent and condition, in both the
wider countryside (e.g. Moorland Working Group, 2002) and on desighated nature
conservation sites (Williams, 2006). The restoration of moorland habitats and associated
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wildlife is an important challenge for nature conservation and other land-use interests in
Scotland. Grouse moor habitat which is well managed has high biodiversity value. Grouse
shooting interests are positively related to the retention of heather moorland, and land
managed for red grouse shooting has been shown to support higher densities of some
waders than occur in other moorland (Moorland Working Group, 2002).

Langholm-Newcastleton Hills SSSI and SPA comprises approximately 7,600 hectares of
upland moorland between the towns of Langholm and Newcastleton. The site falls partly in
the Scottish Borders and partly in Dumfries & Galloway (SNH Areas: Dumfries and Galloway
and Forth & Borders). The boundaries of the SPA and SSSI are the same except for the
exclusion from the SPA of a small area of woodland in the south and an area on the western
edge of the site (see Figure 1 for the SPA boundary).

The vegetation is dominated by extensive blanket mire, heather moorland and species-poor
acidic grasslands, and there are frequent small areas of broad-leaved woodland associated
with streams. The hen harrier is the SPA qualifying feature. The notified features of the
SSSI include the assemblage of upland habitats (including heather moorland, blanket bog,
dwarf shrub heath, upland grassland, woodland and flushes), aggregations of breeding
birds, and geology (Carboniferous-Permian igneous). The objectives for the SSSI and SPA
are detailed in Annex A.

Since the 1940s, the extent and condition of the heather moorland has been reduced
through heavy grazing pressure (Redpath and Thirgood 1997), though in recent years there
has been a reduction in grazing pressure on some parts. This has led to an increase in the
amount of white moor and grassy heath. The upland habitat assemblage currently remains
in an unfavourable condition, and SNH and partners are seeking to return the habitat feature
to favourable condition. Further details of the results of Site Condition Monitoring and other
monitoring at Langholm are provided at Annex B. A heather condition survey was carried
out by Averis & Averis in 1997/98. A full NVC survey was completed in 2002 by Central
Environmental Heritage Surveys (2003). Table 1 provides a breakdown of the habitats on
the site. About 90% of the habitats are mosaics of habitat types e.g. dry heath with
grasslands, bracken or bog.

Table 1. Areas of habitats on Langholm 7 Newcastleton Hills SSSI (hectares) (CES
Survey 2003)
Note that areas of habitat <100% indicate this is a mosaic with other broad habitat

National Vegetation [habitat cover habitat cover habitat cover

Broad Habitat Classification types [~ 20% > 50% > 100%
Dry heath H10, H12 1240 924 156
Montane heath H18, H21 187 184 47
Mires - Flying bent bog|M25 1949 1586 184
Mires - Blanket Bog  |M18, M19, M20 2547 2375 822
Mires - Wet heath M15 175

Mires - flush M6 24

Rush pasture M23 370

Bracken u20 407 375 118
Grasslands U2, U5, U4, MG9 907 771 158
Improved (inbye) IMP 62

Calcareous grass CG10 2

Native woodland W7, W9, W11, W4 114

Plantation 4

Tall herb Ule 1

M:\My Documents\Conservatior? policy\Raptors\Langholm\Langholm Il\Langholm project plan - latest.DOC 14/12/07



Figure 1: Langholm-Newcastleton Hills SSSI/ SPA and project area boundaries. Note
that a small area at the west of the project area boundary is outwith Buccleuch
Est D W dwrfership.
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